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SA TUK DAY, March 13, 1756. 





Let them cenfure, what care I, 
The herd of Critics I defy. 
PRIOR. 


From my own apartment in Henrietta- 
Street, Covent-Garden. 
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9AM an oldifh man, fixty odd; but 
¥ have all my fenfes perfect, and enjoy 
” a large fhare of health; for which 
fubftantial and ineftimable bleffings, I 
pour out my fincereft thanks to the 
all-good beftower of them, every night 
when I repofe upon my pillow, and every morning 


, oe 
as foon as my eye-lids are unclofed: I was always of 
A an 
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2 The PRATER. 


an inquifitive, communicative difpofition, and have been 
fo long celebrated by my club at Rawthmell’s Coffee- 
houfe for a facetious and entertaining companion, that 
I begin to think myfelf thoroughly qualified to prate 
to a larger circle. My friends have at laft flatter’d 
me into a belief that I have as much right to attract 


the attention of the Town as the daily, weekly, and 
monthly chatterers of the age; and where is the Man 


who can lay his hand upon his heart, and fay, ‘I 
am proof again{ft flattery.” 


I have read a great many books, converfed with a 
great number of my fellow-creatures of both fexes, and 
made a great many obfervations on the former and on 
the latter, which are treafured up in a huge folio, not 
much fmaller than a volume of Mr. Samuel Sobnfon’s 
ufeful and amufing Dictionary. 


From this huge folio, (which I always chuckle over 
with the higheft fatisfaction, and moft cordial delight, 
becaufe it is filled with the productions of my own 
dear prolific brain) I intend to felect every Saturday 
fuch obfervations, as I think will be moft likely to 
make the name of BaxBBLe mention’d in all polite 
companies with approbation, and echoed with applaufe. 
I fhall alfo, in order to keep up the character I af- 
fume with propriety, deem it abfolutely neceffary to 
take particular notice of every little interefting anec- 
dote, and humorous adventure I happen to meet with, 
in my walks through this Metropolis, or in my rides 
around it, and for this reafon, that my courteous 
Readers may be induced to think the PRATER a 
mighty agreeable fort of a Man, and prodigioufly enter- 


(aining. 


A blunt, but very honeft neighbour of mine, (whom 


I always clofet whenever I am going to undertake any 
affair 











The PRATER. 3 


affair of importance, becaufe I have always found his 
fagacity equal to his fincerity) told me fome days ago, 
after I had informed him of my defign to appear in 
print, he thought I might manage a Paper once a 
week with fpirit, and pleafe the Public in the cha- 
racter of an Author, provided I took care not to deal 
too much in ¢ittle-tattle. He advifed me at the fame 
time to write in fuch a manner as to give offence to 
no Party whatever, ‘‘ Be particularly careful, Friend 
‘© Nicholas, faid he, to avoid all perfonal refle€tions, 
“< You had far better be dull than abufive; and be 
“ called a ftupid fellow, than a fcurrilous one. If you 
“«« difcover a difpofition to give pleafure, and to gain 
«every body’s good will, you will be received with 
“ candor, but a fnarler, take my word for it, can be 
“© aorceable to nobody. Thofe who are charmed with 
« the lively ftrokes and pointed turns in a witty fa- 
“‘ tire, are not always charmed with the Satirift; for 
“ the Writer is frequently admired, when the Man is 


<° detefted.”’ Thefe falutary admonitions I fhall follow 
with the utmott punctualitv, for a loaded die cannot 


be more prized by a fharping gamefter, nor a f{wift- 
footed Steed by a timorous Highwayman, than thefe 
admonitions are by Me, 


Authors of all capacities, whether Verfe-men or 
Profe-men, are, in my humble opinion, a public~ 
{pirited fet of people, and ought not to be irreverently 
treated. Nay I think the Government fhould diftin- 
guifh them in an uncommon manner: for whether 
they commit harmonious numbers or wretched rhymes, 
tuneful periods or heavy paragraphs, fenfe or non- 
fenfe, to the prefs, they contribute to the confumption 
of that valuable commodity Paper, and are, therefore, 
the laudable encouragers-of one of the moft flourith- 
ing manufactures in the three kingdoms: a manufac- 
ture, which, for its extenfive utility, cannot be too 


highly 
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highly commended, too vigoroufly fupported, nor too 
powerfully patronized. Ihave myfelfa great deal of this 
public-fpiritednefs in me, and fhall therefore {cribble 
away fofis viribus, with all my might, for the good 
of my Country; or as Mr. 4/biey with great archnefs 
fays, pro bono publico. I earneftly with that fome of 
my prating acquaintance in a certain affembly, had the 
intereft of the nation as much at heart as I have; 
for if they had, they would not fpend fo much of 
their time in babbling meerly for their own private 
advantace. 


When this firft paper of mine makes its appear- 
ance in the coffee-houfes, which may not improper- 
ly be called Courts of Criticifm; all the word-catchers 
who live on fyllables, will, I fuppofe, be nibling at it, 
grumbling over it, and endeavouring to fhew the depth 
of their anderflanding, and the elegance of their tatte, 
by fhaking their heads at the Zritens/s of the Svcuiti- 
ments, and turning up their nofes at the Meannefs of 
the Ditton: in fhort, by detecting fome glaring 
blemifh, fome fhocking abiurdity in every paragraph 
Thefe cavillers deferve the fevereft epithets, becaufe 
they ufe all their efforts to extinguifh the leaft fpark 
of merit in a performance; and fatten on all the im- 
perfeétions in it, with a malicious joy, Critics of 
this ftamp put me in mind of Captain Bobadi/ in the 
play, for hey examine a poem or an eflay, jull as he 
examines Ma/fer Siephens’s Toledo, only to find a defeét in 
it. No indigent fortune-hunter can take more pains 
to win the affections of a well-portion’d maiden, or a 
well-jointured widow, than thefe malevo/ take to un- 
dermine an author’s reputation—But I will not ruffle 
my temper about them, for fear I fhould render my- 
felf unable to follow my plain-dealing friend’s above- 
mention’d wholefome advice, 


lo 
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To conclude this introductory difcourfe to a larger 
work, I /foop to the Clemency of the public, and hope 
I fhall be heard pa—tient—ly. I will not prefume to 
affure my readers (for I abhor vanity) that I fhall 
always fline, but I promife them I will always try 
with unwearied diligence, to make myfelf agreeable. 
J am not extremely anxious about popular applaufe, 
yet I fhould be horribly in the dumps to fee my lu- 
cubrations condemned to line trunks, band-boxes, and 
patty-pans. 


The greateft geniuffes have their drowfy, as well 
as their {prightly intervals; their hours of dejection, 
as well as their hours of gaiety: and if I Nicnoras 
Basse fhould fometimes fake a Nap, (for old folks 
are apt to be fleepy) let the good-natur’d reader re- 
member, that J/zac Bickerflaff and Neftor Ironfide, my 
ever-honoured predecefiors, (whofe foot{fteps I fhall en- 
deavor to follow, without treading on their heels) 
nodded before me. 


N. B. My next paper will be a very brilliant one, 
and quite out of the common road, 


Thou, Novelty, art my Goddefs. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


For the entertainment and emolument of both fexes, 
Vill be {peedily publithed the following books, 
In four and twenty Volumes QU AR T O, 


1. Genuine memoirs of Lord A 





and Lady B——, 


AT 1 a f - > - o. x qT 
N. B. Among thefe memoirs are interfperfed a great 
— 
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variety of Unintcreiming aaventures, unt nportant WiCi- 
ry 7 a 
b aents, 
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dents, romantic enterprizes, and trite reflections, There 
is alfo fcattered up and down thefe volumes, a /arge 
Quantity of perfonal Abufe; fo that ’tis very much 
hoped, and fully expected by the author and the book- 
fellers, that they will have a rapid fale on that ac- 
count. 


2. Three curious Differtations. The farft on Elocu- 


tion; the fecond on Tangibility; and the third on 
Motion. By Mr.D s. To which will be prefixed, 


A very extraordinary dedication to Lady V- e, and 
a very curious panegyric on Experimental Pbhilofopby. 











3. An efiay on the force of Sound. By Signior Eu- 
nuchio Vocebella; who refided here fome years ago in 
a public charatter; tranflated (not meerly done into 
Englifh) from the Italian, 
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Printed for T. LOWNDS, at Exeter Change; where Letters 
for Nicuyoras Bapere, Efq; are taken in, 
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